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Scotland's Towns & Improvement Districts News 

A bulletin from Scotland’s Towns Partnership and Scotland's Improvement Districts  

  

Dear Elaine,  

Welcome to the March 2022 bulletin from Scotland’s Towns 
Partnership and Scotland's Improvement Districts. 

We hope you enjoy our latest update on news, events and support for towns and 
improvement districts. In this newsletter: 

1. STP membership survey 
2. Strategy for Retail  
3. Springboard February Footfall Report 
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4. Community Empowerment Fund 
5. Town Toolkit 
6. News 
7. Upcoming events  
8. New members 

If you have any queries, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. If you are not already, you 
can become an STP member to receive priority funding updates, and free & discounted 
sign-up to events, among many other benefits. You can also sign-up to our newsletter to 
receive our regular bulletins.  

  

 

 

1. Have your say in our membership survey! 

 

  

We would love to know your thoughts! Please spare 5 minutes to fill in our short survey to 
help inform our services.  
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Complete survey  

  

 

2. Getting the Right Change: A Retail Strategy for 
Scotland  

 

Getting the Right Change: A Retail Strategy for Scotland outlines how the Scottish 
Government, business leaders and trade unions can work together to unlock opportunities to 
grow businesses and the economy, improve wellbeing and address inequality, and support 
progress towards the government's climate change targets. 

A new Industry Leadership Group will be established to drive delivery of the retail strategy, 
co-chaired by Public Finance Minister Tom Arthur. 

  

View Strategy  

  

 

3. Springboard February Footfall Report   

In partnership with STP 
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A sweet spot for Scotland's high street footfall in February despite the disruption of storms 
Eunice and Dudley. But is this going to be short-lived? 

Despite the third week of February being impacted by severe  storms (Dudley and Eunice), 
footfall across Scotland’s high streets over the month as a whole was surprisingly robust.   

With a gap of -30.4% from the 2019 level, high street footfall only  weakened marginally from 
January when it was -28.7% below  2019, supported by a month on month increase of 
+10.2% which  was the largest single monthly uplift since June 2021 and four  times greater 
than the increase from September to October, before the Omicron variant hit.   

  

View full report here  

  

 

4. Investing in Communities Fund 
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Round 2 of the Investing in communities Fund- 2023-2026 is expected to open for 
applications in April 2022. 

The Investing in Communities Fund (ICF) is a streamlined communities fund that is 
delivered as part of the Empowering Communities Programme. The fund reflects the 
Scottish Government's commitment to investing in communities so that they can develop the 
resources and resilience to decide their own aspirations, priorities and solutions in 
response.  The fund supports our most disadvantaged or fragile communities to tackle 
poverty in all its forms on their own terms. 

For more information, including draft funding guidance, click the link below: 

  

More info  

  

 

5. Improve your town in 2022 with the Town Toolkit 



6

 

This Toolkit is designed to be a source of inspiration for anyone who wants to make their 
town centre better. Whether you’re from a local authority, community group, business, social 
enterprise or other organisation – you will find ideas here that you can put into action. 

The aim of the Toolkit is to put Scotland's policy approach to town centres into practice. It 
shows how you can work collaboratively with other organisations in your town centre to 
deliver the Town Centre First Principle, the Place Principle and the Place Standard. 

By using this Toolkit in your town centre, you’ll be doing your bit to contribute to Scotland’s 
big future challenges – the climate emergency, health and wellbeing, inclusive growth, 
inequalities and community empowerment. 

  

View Toolkit  
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6. News 

 

Collective Architecture Director honoured as RSE Fellow  

The Royal Society of Edinburgh (RSE), Scotland’s National Academy, has announced its 
2022 intake of Fellows, with 80 names from the arts, business, public service, and civil 
society as well as academia from Scotland and beyond.  

This year sees Jude Barber, Director of Collective Architecture receiving a Fellowship.   

Read more  
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Light up Leicester 2022 - Loyalfree 

From the 3rd-6th March, Leicester City Centre transformed into a mesmerising festival of 
light featuring 9 fantastic installations! The family-friendly interactive trail showcased a 
collaboration of music, light and art. Each installation had its own story, creating a unique 
and exciting experience at every location. 

With over 11,000 engaged users in Leicester, this was a great way for BID Leicester to 
promote the app and interact with locals and visitors. 

  

Find out more  
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Commsworld secures 15-year contract to transform North Lanarkshire Council's 
digital infrastructure 

Commsworld has been awarded a contract which could see £150m spent over 15 years to 
transform North Lanarkshire’s digital infrastructure and connectivity. 

The Edinburgh-headquartered company will accelerate the roll-out of gigabit-capable fire 
broadband across the entire local authority area, creating a free public WiFi network in town 
centres and significantly boosting the internet connectivity to schools. 

  

Read more  
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Go Firth Stirling Director appointed to British BIDS Advisory Board 

  

Go Forth Stirling has become the first Scottish BID (Business Improvement District) to join 
the British BIDs Advisory Board. 

The company’s Project Director Danielle McRorie-Smith has been appointed to the Board 
which is made up of industry leaders, property developers, national retailers and BID 
representatives. 

The move gives Ms McRorie-Smith the opportunity to represent Stirling at a national level 
and help steer the future work of Britain’s 330 BIDs. 

  

Read more  
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Invitation to join UK's Favourite Family Business campaign  

The team at Shopappy invite all members representing towns and cities across the UK to 
join a national campaign to identify the UK's favourite family business. 

Family businesses will get informed about their nominations - one business will be selected 
by a panel of judges and will receive a professional photography session for their family and 
an award. 

Nominations close on 12th June and the winner will be announced on 27th June. 

To register your town or city to take part in the free campaign click the button below. 

  

Nominate a business  
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Explore your Boundaries - New documentary by Mark Beaumont and Markus 
Sitz 

  

Explore Your Boundaries - a new documentary by Mark Beaumont and Markus Stitz about 
gravel routes following the council boundaries of Clackmannanshire, East Lothian, Falkirk 
and Glasgow 

More information about ‘Explore Your Boundaries’ can be found on Bikepacking 
Scotland’s website, while the routes are also available to download on Mark Beaumont’s 
Komoot profile and Markus Stitz’s Komoot profile. 

  

Watch here  

  

We love hearing your good news! Please send any news or event updates you wish to 
share with our network to hollie@scotlandstowns.org. 

  

 

7. Upcoming Events 

  

Dates for the diary: 

Thursday 21st April- Town Centre Action Plan Series #6 'Digital'. 

You can watch session #4 'Climate' here. 

You can watch session #5 'Heritage & Tourism' here. 

The next meeting of the Cross Party Group on Town Centres will take place on 8th June. 

  

 

  

8. STP Welcomes New Members 
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We are pleased that Scotland's towns network continues to grow! Since our last update, we 
would like to welcome the following new members: 

  

Angus Council 

Public Health Scotland 

Paguro Ideas Ltd 

Maybole Community council 

Kirkintilloch BID 

Dornoch BID 

Tom Flanagan  

Ian Newton 

Derek Harper 

Andrew Ormston - Drew Wylie Projects  

  

You can view a full list of our members 
here.                                                                                                    

STP members enjoy a range of benefits, including priority updates to our monthly Funding 
Finder and free or discounted attendance at our events. Read more and join today! 

  

 

If you have any queries about the contents of this newsletter, please don’t hesitate to get in 
touch with Scotland's Towns Partnership. 

You can also sign-up to our newsletter to receive our regular bulletins such as this one.  

  

Sign up to our newsletter  

  

Scotland's Towns Partnership 
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http://www.scotlandstowns.org/ 

  

Scotland's Towns Partnership · United Kingdom  
This email was sent to elaine@scotlandstowns.org. To stop receiving emails, click here.  
You can also keep up with Scotland's Towns Partnership on Twitter or Facebook.  

Created with NationBuilder. 

 

 


